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Gorbachev Pul.hcly Presents
Missile Reductlon Proposal

By Michael Dobbe
Washington Post Foreign Service: | -

PARIS, Oct. 3—Soviet leader

Mikhail Gorbachev. today publicly-
launched a new Soviet arme comtrol
initiative' by proposing that the
United States and the Soviet Union
agree to cut their strategic missile’

- forces by half and negotiate a total"

”»

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000201630009-4

ban on the developinent arid depldy
ment of space-based weapons..’

Unveiling the wide-ranging arms
control proposals in-a speech to
French legislators, Gorbachev al-
tered several previous. Soviet ne-
gotiating positions in an apparently
calculated bid to rally

European
public opinion behind him before he

meets President Reagan in Geneva
on Nov. 19 and 20.

In addition to confirming that the
50 percent cut in strategic weapons
by the superpowers has now been
proposed, the Gorbachey speech
included these key points:

by He insisted - that Moscow could

“no longer ignore™ the modemiza-

tion of French and Brmsh nuclear
arsenals and called for the first time
on France and Britain to join the
Soviet Union in direct arms talks.

Previously the Soviets considered -

French and British missiles part of
the overall western total in bilateral
arms negotiations, with the United
States.

» He said" Moscow believed- 1t was-
possible to reach a separate accord.
on the reduction of medium-range
missiles in Europe without the “di- -
rect connection with the problan ol
. space and strategic arms.”

pow the Soviets have msted that
all three elements of the Geneva

arms negotiationg—involving stra-

tegic and intermediate-range mis-
siles and space defense—be inte-

grally linked.

m Gorbachev disclosed that the So-
viet Union had unilaterally “with-
drawn” some. of its-$S520 medium-
range missiles stationed “in the Eu-
ropean zone” of the U.S.S.R. and
targeted on Western :Europe. He

. said tlls teduced the number to
243, the level that exjsted 6n Juné

1984.Thnsactnon|saeenbereasa
clear attempt. to influence the de-
cision to be-made by the Dutch
ernment Nov. 1 to apprové or

)ectthestatnonmgof“US cruns_e

missiles in the Netherlands. :
@ The Kremlin leadet defined the
term “strategic forces® in a way
that includes U.S. medium-range
Pershing and cruise missiles sta-
tioned in Europe but excludes So-
viet SS20s with Eurepean targets.
His formula calls into question the
future of the Soviet-U.S. talks on
medium-range missiles at; Geneva
that were previously linked, at So-
viet insistence, with parallel talks
on strategic and space weapons.
= While advancing no specific new
proposals on space-based weapons
systems, Gorbachev also appeared
to interject a deliberate note of am-
biguity into the strident Soviet at-
tacks on President Reagan's Stra-
tegic Defense Initiative by omitting
a specific call for a ban on research
on space weapons,

This omission was repeated dur-

mgabmﬁngmventorepertersby

his press spokesman, Leonid Za--

myatin, and a senior member of the

Seviet negotiating team in Geneva,

Yuri Kvitsinsky. Kvitsinsky later
sand mreplytoaquahm thatthc

with Tnme magazine last month.

Gorhachevsudthattlnxmplef

mentation of the Soviet proposals
would result in a substantial step

forward to the goal.of “prohibition
and total liquidation of nuclear
arms, the total delivery of mankind
from the threat of nuclear war.”
" “There can be no victors in a nu-
‘clear war,” he told the legislators.
*“It is time to draw a practical con-
‘c[u’sion from this: stop the arms .
.race
: Although western experts were
‘virtually unanimous in praising the
-skill - with which Gorbachev
presented the new Soviet propos-
;als, there was much greater skep-
“ticism about the detailed content of
. 'the package

Both F‘rench and British officials

~ reacted coolly to the new Soviet

leader’s call for direct talks on the-
ater nuclear weapons in Europe. In. .

the past, both countries have re-

fused to consider such negotiations

on the grounds that their indepen-/
dent nuclear forces are insignificant

compared to the very much larger

, arsenals of the two superpowers

' and are needed to deter attacks on

their homelands,

French legislators who-listened
to Gorbachev’'s speech said they
were struck by the'new tone adopt-
ed by the Soviet leader but added
that they wanted to examine the
fine print of his proposals before
making a judgment. Other analysts
said he appeared to be trying to
split the western camp and “decou-
ple” the defense of Western Europe
from that of the United States.

“Gorbachev’s aim is to divide the
Europeans. In France, the govern-
ment can explain fairly easily to
public opinion why it must reject
the Soviet proposal for direct talks
‘on its nuclear deterrent. But that
will be much more difficult to ex-
plain to other Europeans, notably

et
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the West Germans,” said Philippe
Moreau Defarges of the French
Institute for International Rela-
tions.

Western analysts said the Soviet
definition of U.S. and Soviet stra-
tegic weapons—weapons capable of
“reaching the other side’s territo-
ry"—appeared to exclude the So-
viet force of medium-range SS20s

that are targeted on Western Eu-
rope. These weapons, the Soviet
proposals implied, would be traded
off against the 178 French and Brit-
ish missiles.

Noting French and British objec-
tions to the inclusion of their nucle-
ar forces in the U.S.-Soviet arms
talks in Geneva, Gorbachev said

“that it followed that “it is time to

start between us a direct dialogue
on this theme and try to find an ac-
ceptable way out through joint ef-
fort.”

The French strategic triad is
made up of missile-carrying nuclear
submarines, bomber aircraft and
ground-based missiles that are
based on the Albion plain in south-
ern France, Under a nuclear mod-
ernization program announced by
the French government, the num-
ber of warheads carried by the
French strategic submarine force
will increase to 480 by the end of
the century.

The British nuclear force is made
up of four submarines, each of
which carries 16 Polaris missiles.
Britain is to modernize its Polaris
system by the mid-1990s when it
will introduce Trident missiles with
14 warheads each.

Gorbachev said that Soviet SS20
missiles deployed in retaliation for
the deployment of U.S. “Euromis-
siles” had all been withdrawn from

“standby alert.” He added that “the
stationary installations for housing
these missiles will be dismantled
within the next two months.”

U.S. _intelligence sources re-
orted in Washington last month
t|Eat they had detected a Soviet re-
deployment of 27 95920 missiles out

ot the European zone in_recent .,
weeks. The sources noted that the #

5520 bases awra to be under-
going modifications that would al-

ow them to e launch sites lor

an_equal number of S925S, a_New
Soviet intercontinental ballistic mis-

sile.

In a direct attack on the Strategic
Defense Initiative, popularly known
as “Star Wars,” Gorbachev said that
the idea was “an illusion and an ex-
tremely dangerous one at that.”
Aides later said that the proposed
Soviet ban on space-based weapons
would cover “production, develop-
ment and deployment.”

“It is naive in general to search
for a solution of the problem of se-
curity in the perfection of the shield
and the sword,” he added.

At NATO headquarters in

. Brussels, officials expressed disap-

pointment that Gorbachev had de-
cided to go public with Moscow’s
latest arms control proposals. They
said the proper way to discuss such
matters is in confid¢ntial negotia-
tions in Geneva, :

In an interview on French tele-
vision earlier this week, Gorbachev
complained that the United States
was breaking the confidentiality
rule that has been imposed on ne-
gotiators in Geneva. He said that
there was a tendency for anything
that happened in Geneva to be
leaked “10 minutes later” to the
outside world.

In his speech today, Gorbachev
said that he was making the Soviet
position public “because a multitude
of versions and false rumors are
already circulating in the West con-
cerning our proposal and it is time
for some clarification.”

An indication of French interest
in the new Soviet arms control ini-
tiative was provided by the sched-
uling of an extra round of one-on-
one talks between Gorbachev and
President Francois Mitterrand this
afternoon. A plenary meeting be-
tween the two delegations was can-
celed.

French presidential spokesman
Michel Vauzelle said the two lead-
ers discussed arms control and “the

“ balance of forces in the world and in

Europe” during their second round
of talks today.

Gorbachev gave no further public
details of how the 50 percent cut-
back in ocean-spanning strategic
missiles and bombers might be ap-
plied. - ,

Gorbachev, who is making his
first visit to a western country as
Soviet Communist Party leader, will
have a chance to expand on his
arms control proposals at a joint
news conference Friday with Mit-

terrand. It is believed to be the first
time in more than 30 years that a |

Soviet leader has agreed to take
part in a western-style press con-
ference.

While Gorbachev has preferred |

to hammer ‘away at the theme of
avoiding nuclear confrontation in
his meetings in Paris, he has been
repeatedly criticized by French

* leaders for human rights violations

in the Soviet Union.
The sharpest attacks so far have
come from the mayor of Paris,

. Jacques Chirac, who heads the neo-

Gaullist Rally for the Republic. In a
welcome speech at city hall this
morning, he accused the Soviet
Union of violating the 1975 Helsinki
declaration on security and coop-

. eration.

“The nobler the hope, the more
bitter is the disappointment. All the
commitments [of the Helsinki final
act] have not been kept, particular-
ly those concerning human rights
and freedoms. I think.with emotion
about the fate of those who are de-
prived of liberty because of their
beliefs. I think also of Soviet Jews
who are not allowed to leave the
country,” Chirac said.

Gorbachev, who was accompa-
nied by his wife Raisa, nodded brief-
ly as Chirac’s remarks were trans-
lated into Russian. He did not at-
tempt to respond in his prepared
reply.

Chirac, whose party has favored
close ties with Moscow, also asked
why the Soviet Union felt it had to
construct “in the face of Western
Europe a conventional, chemical
and nuclear arsenal which seems to
us to be totally out of proportion
with its own security needs and
those of its allies.”

French Prime Minister Laurent
Fabius also raised human rights is-
sues with Gorbachev at a meeting
this morning, handing him a list of
specific cases that France would
like to resolve. The list included
seven cases of French-Soviet mar-
riages, as well as separated families
and parents who are unable to visit
their children because of travel re-
strictions.

Tonight the Soviet leader and his
wife were entertained at a gala the-
ater evening at Versailles, the res-
idence of French monarchs until the
revolution.
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U.S. — NATO SOVIET
UNION
GROUND-LAUNCHED PERSHING Il il
CRUISE MISSILES MISSILES $$20 MISSILES
(1 Warhead Each) (1 Warhead Each) (3 Warheads Each) g
Range: 1,500 miles Range: 1,000 miles Range: 2,500 miles
DEPLOYMENT: DEPLOYMENT: DEPLOYMENT:
June '85 ............. 80 June '8S ............ 4 June '88 wee 441
DEPLOYED IN: ~ DEPLOYED IN: DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT
BRITAIN, BELGIUM, ITALY WEST GERMANY SOVIET UNION
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Dutch government wiil
make decision in November
on whether to deploy

ise missiles

.
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